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Moving Spotlight 
War-Time Profits 


Spokesmen for America’s larger busi- 
ness interests are busy these days tryin 
to convince the public that taxation an 
war sacrifices have left big business im- 
_———. Nevertheless the United 

tates Department of Commerce's re- 
= on war-time profits recently re- 
eased tells a very different story. These 
are the net profits made by American 
industry after all taxes are paid: 
1939 . $4.2 billions 
1940 5.8 billions 
1941 8.5 billions 
1942 8.7 billions 
1943. 9.8 billions 
1944 . 9.9 billions 


Note that profits have more than 


doubled since 1939. Will there be 
peace as long as war and killing pays 


so handsomely ? 
Russian Church Viewpoint 

The head of the Russian Orthodox 
Church in North America has just re- 
turned from a visit to Moscow and, in 
off-the-record speeches, gave an inside 
picture of Soviet religious attitudes. 
Metropolitan Benjamin commends the 
policy being followed by Stalin and 
other Soviet leaders in fostering what 
the prelate called the religious revival 
now sweeping Russia. He said that 
Russia is experiencing a renewal of 
vital religious feeling for the first time 
in 200 years, and he described the re- 
ligion of the Czarist regime as “more 
interested in Paying politics than in 
the worship of God.” 

“And speaking of politics,’ said the 
Russian clergyman, “what must the 
world think of those Roman Catholics 
who suddenly have become lovers of 
peace. These are the same priests who 
were so silent when their fascist friends 
were killing women and children in 
Spain, when Hitler was ravaging all of 
Europe, murdering millions of human 
beings by the foulest of means. But 
now that the Red Army has snatched 
victory from defeat, when the Soviet 
Union and her allies have brought fas- 
cism to its knees, these once so silent 
Roman Catholics suddenly are clamor- 
ing for what they call a just peace.” 

(Continued on next page) 


ONE OF HISTORY’S GREATEST SPIRITUAL PAGEANTS is found in 
Goering and Niemoeller. Goering believed in Hitler as the embodiment of 
materialistic power and the fulfillment of greedy desires. Neimoeller believes 
in God. The Nazis offered Goering to the world as a swashbuckling, glittering, 
laughing picture of the state’s successful defiance of law and humble men. 
But today, defeated Germany offers Goering as a whimpering, —s peace 
offering to be consumed in the flames of mankind’s wrath. Today God offers 
quiet, humble Niemoeller whose first words to the German people as he emerg- 
ed from prison were, “Turn again to God.” Men have asked for a sign— 
is not this sufficient for the most doubting mind? 


X-Ray and Forecast 


Danger Ahead 


While steady and at least partially satisfactory progress has been made to- 
ward a stabilized peace, grave dangers yet threaten that hope. Unfortunately 
the two most important long-range developments are being quite thoroughly 
screened from the public eye. 


1. As reported in our last issue, Britain has been bending all energies to- 
ward playing off American ideals against Russian policies. Because of the 
London-Wall Street control of the American press, the American people are 
not allowed to realize that the harsh and often brutal power politics Moscow 
has been playing in Poland, Rumania and elsewhere are no different than Lon- 
don power politics in Greece, Italy and India, where thousands have been 
imprisoned without trial, thousands more shot, exiled or otherwise liquidated. 
But news of British action in those areas, which we have reported to you in 
the past, continues to be severely suppressed, while Russian moves in Poland 
are played up and compared with American standards. 

British, Dutch and French imperialist interests want America to be aroused 
by this adroit manipulation of the news to stand between them and Russia’s 
threat of ever-widening influence. The scheme so far has been working well. 
If it continues, American military might may be arrayed against greatly ex- 
—— and heavily armed Russia, while London, Dutch, French and Wall 

treet investors in India, Burma and Malaya quietly cower in the background. 
That will be the setting for World War III. 

2. Russia has been able to maneuver herself into the place of ‘the pro- 
tector of enslaved peoples” by Washington-London shortsightedness or hy- 
pocrisy. Churchill and Roosevelt in the past made a great issue of freedom 
and economic justice as primary aims of this war, but it is now clear to the 
world that Churchill didn’t mean those words in any literal sense. Roosevelt 
is dead. At San Francisco, British officials adroitly did all possible to sabotage 
the incorporation of the terms of the Atlantic Charter, especially freedom and 
independence for subjugated peoples, into the new international security 
charter. This gave the Russians their _— chance. Moscow officials, flanked 
by Chinese leaders, made a whirlwind attack against this evasion and, with 
the cooperation of some of the more enlightened American delegates, forced 
an expression of the terms of the Atlantic Charter, at least in some measure, 
in the new peace structure. 

And while American papers and radio played the news down or suppressed 
it altogether, the press and radio of Russian-controlled Europe, of India, China 
and the rest of the world carried headlines and complete stories of the Mos- 
cow-inspired promise of freedom for dominated peoples forced by Russia upon 
the recalcitrant betrayers of the Atlantic Charter, the London and Washington 
delegates at San Francisco! One prominent writer in San Francisco, when this 
debacle was over, yelled out in the Press Club, “I don’t even dare write it to 
the boss, but in the opinion of three-fourths of the world the western allies 


(Continued on next page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


(Continued from center page) 


Comes the Revolution Again 

A reflection of Russia’s changing stance for post-war action 
can be seen in the fact of a change in the American Com- 
munist party line. For two years policy among American 
communists has been that the revolution is over and coopera- 
tion with American capitalism is in order. But, as Russia 
swings clear of military cooperation in actual warfare, a return 
to revolutionary zeal is slowly becoming evident as reflected 
by these trends in American communist circles. 

Americans Reject “Extermination” Policy 

Here’s something to cheer us: War Manpower Commis- 
sioner Paul V. McNutt thought he would hit the headlines 
in a recent speech by stating, ‘The Japanese people should 
be exterminated in toto.” But the American people have not 
been as affected by the hate and hysteria specialists in Wash- 
ington as Mr. McNutt has surmised. Government offices were 
bombarded with demands for retraction and explanation. The 
OWI urged that McNutt issue a public retraction, for that 
agency was being blamed for McNutt’s statement. McNutt 
tried to retract but was so obviously stunned by public re- 
action that he still doesn’t know what hit him. 

The American people want to win the war in no uncertain 
terms, but they do not want to think that they should 
slaughter millions of women and children because of the 
crimes of mad military leaders and politicans who have al- 
ready brought untold sorrow and suffering to the women and 
children of their race. 


Crooked Election Proof 

For years es gr who emphasized the historical fact that 
the majority of German people did not want Hitler was 
shouted down as an appeaser. But a few days ago American 
Army officials in Germany announced the seizure of a docu- 
ment that provided undebatable proof that the March, 1933, 
election in Germany, through which Hitler seized power, was 
faked. Even with enormous stuffing of ballot boxes and falsifi- 
cation of figures, Hitler could obtain only 44 per cent of the 
total ballot. Up to the very end of Naziism, the Nazi leaders 
tried desperately to keep these documents secret, but a Ger- 
man general who was unsympathetic to Naziism was respon- 
sible for their discovery by our Third Army officers. 
Army Snobbery 

News correspondents reporting off-the-record state that 
Russian headquarters staffs are much smaller than those of 
the Americans or British. Not only are our desk staffs large, 
but also much bitterness exists among American GI's over an 
increasing “officer caste system” in our Army. Why do so many 
wealthy young men get desk jobs in attractive places like 
Paris, London, Cairo, Calcutta and other cushy spots? The 
ordinary fighting man, — toward the front or returning 
wounded, sees these elegant chaps around fashionable bars 
with their closed cliques and a pleasant assortment of WACS 
and nurses and wonders what the war is all about. For ex- 
ample, two American fliers in India, just returned from serv- 
ice in combat areas, were refused admission to a swish Of- 
ficers’ Club in Calcutta because they were wearing “service” 
uniforms and not the pretty dress uniforms sported by “swivel 
chair officers.” 


The Vatican and World War IIl 


Catholic pressure on our press and radio has kept the great 
religious issues of the European turmoil from reaching the 


average American ear. Any well-informed person knows that 
for years the Vatican played hand-in-hand with the fascist 
elements in Europe—a situation for which sincere Catholic 
Americans share no blame and against which many of them 
have voiced constant disapproval. 

What we report here is in no sense a criticism of the 
Catholic religion as such. It is the political and economic 
entanglements and policies of the Catholic hierarchy which 


concerns the Christian layman, Protestant and Catholic alike. 
If you doubt the attitude of the hierarchy in the past, here 
are quotations of interest: (From “What to Do with Italy” 
by Salvemini and La Piana. Pp 68-9) 

“Mussolini is a genius in the field of government, given 
to Italy by God to help the nation continue her rapid ascent 
to the most glorious destiny.”—Cardinal O’Connell of Bos- 
ton. 

“Mussolini is a great big man, the man of the times.” — 
Cardinal Mundelein of Chicago. 

Mussolini is “exalting [the Catholic] religion and Italy.” 
—Cardinal Dougherty of Philadelphia. 

The fourth of the American Cardinals at the time, Cardinal 
Hayes of New York, was decorated four times by Mussolini, 
each decoration being greater than the preceding one. The 
Cardinal accepted the honors with high praise for the Duce. 


Vatican and Fascism 

The Vatican’s cooperation with Mussolini is a historical 
fact involving the invasion of Ethiopia. Also, the Vatican's 
support and financing of Franco is open history. It is now 
also clear that the Hitler-Vatican concordat was pleasing to 
both parties, (this while Hitler persecuted liberal Catholics 
in Germany). 

It is not, however, generally known that the Nazi envoy 
to the Vatican, Baron Weiszaecker, is still finding shelter 
from Allied authorities as a ‘‘guest” of the Vatican. Also, 
Vichy’s envoy, Leon Berard, is still there on a “guest” status 
to avoid the punishment Free French forces would soon ad- 
minister to him as a coliaborationist. 

Religious Conflicts in Europe 

e pressure of sgn conflict in Europe centers around 
the fact that now nearly one hundred million Roman Catho- 
lics in Poland, Czechoslovakia, Austria and Germany have 
come under Russian domination. The Church of Rome hates 
the Orthodox Russian Church as vigorously as it despises and 
fears communistic atheism. The resurgence of the Russian 
Church thus only adds to the desperation of the Vatican. 
However, the Vatican realizes that, unlike any period in its 
past, it does not now have any hope of a political champion 
arising in Europe to defend the Roman Church against its 
enemies. Catholic authorities in America are forecasting a 
concordat between the Vatican and Moscow whereby the Va- 
tican will at least set up whatever political machinery possible 
to minister to its interests in central and eastern Europe. But 
the concordat will be on a strictly political basis. 


Vatican Influence in America 

However, what concerns us most is that the Vatican is 
swiftly, desperately and skillfully reaching out to join forces 
with all conservative anti-Russian forces it can find in England 
and America in the hope that it may yet in time develop a 
political and mili champion and protector against the 

wers that threaten it. The Roman Church has been able to 

o this many times in history. Several outstanding historians 
are saying that this situation makes World War III inevitable, 
and for obvious reasons their warnings are being suppressed. 
Voices such as that of Dr. Salvemini, mentioned above, a great 
Italian scholar and now a professor at Harvard, H. G. Wells 
of England and other reputable historians have issued state- 
ments along this line. 

This anti-Russia Catholic effort in America and England 
began some time ago, (Between the Lines, January 1, 1945). 
It is now increasing in volume and tempo. You will be seeing 
more and more anti-Russia propaganda with the Catholic 
label invisible except to the informed and practiced eye. 


Correction 


Through an error, the word Britain ‘was omitted from a 
sentence appearing in X-Ray and Forecast last issue. The 
corrected sentence reads: “In the long past, Britain, France, 
Spain, Italy and a were the big nations, with Russia 
and the United States playing minor parts on the outskirts 
of world interest.” 





